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"Like a disease, personal debt will 
advance-unrestrained-into a 
compounded fear. And it'll  exhaust 
your energy and finances, strain 
your relationships, and challenge 
your mental and physical health 
along the way.”
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“I expressed myself through the use of 
acrylic paint to demonstrate African 
figures with facial expressions. Also, I 
experiment with new beads as well as 
textiles and garments used 
incorporated with the characters on 
canvas”

Evelyn Adams
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Yinka's passion for art never faded, and after 
returning to school, she graduated from Nassau 
Community College with Associate degrees in 
Liberal Art and Science, 2012 and Fine Arts, 
2013. In 2015, she went on to finish her 
Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts at Long Island 
University Post.

velyn Adams, aka Yinka, has an Eimpressive artistic eye. As a Ghanaian 
American, Yinka embraces both 

cultures, and that love is expressed in each 
piece that she creates. Her interest in art began 
as a little girl sketching from observation; she 
drew whatever caught her attention at that 
moment. Yinka continued to show interest in 
art during her high school days but waited to 
pursue formal training of her passion until 
many years after graduating from high school.

From pencil sketches of imagined architecture 
or her ceramic work, the intention behind the 
lines, shapes, and texture is intentional. Her 
heritage is displayed in many pieces, blending 
both cultures that she heralds from.

About Evelyn Adams
Yinka uses her art to make an impact on the world and bring 
awareness to those impacted by cancer. On October 1, 2015, her 
artwork, "Unite & Fight For A Cure," was featured in Port 
Jefferson Times-Herald newspaper as the third-place winner of 
"Victors of Survival" for the breast cancer month. Yinka has 
been featured globally, with solo exhibitions for The Faces of 
Inspirational Women,  In Honor of Women's History Month, 
and My People, My Culture, and My Birthplace. Many of her art 
pieces displayed in New York as well as in many international 
Universities in South Korea. 

"Any piece of artwork can 
elevate one's soul and be a 
form of healing."

Yinka
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The yellow background bathes the scene in the midday 
sun as with each stroke of paint; you can feel the 
celebration disregarding the heat of the day with 
pounding certainty. The background color is broken 
only by subtle strokes of orange, grey, and blue 
expressing a deep sense of motion. The bright blue 
sticks stand at the ready just above the surface of an 
extravagant orange top as the tension anxiously awaits 
the first contact to begin the festivities. The rough, 
spotted textures of the sticks and the drum create 
anticipation as the grey hand, almost indistinguishable 
in the background, firmly grips the blue sticks bringing 
further realization to the viewer that this moment is 
meant to be energetic, explored, and exciting. 

owerful and bold colors explode off the canvas as Pthe “sound” of Yinka’s painting, aptly titled “A 
Dondo Player,” seems to reverberate from the 

flat yet heavily textured surface of this painting. Spotted 
shades of grey lend shadow and depth to the drum as 
Yinka’s dedication to her heritage is striking and 
obvious. Yellow and dark blue complement the 
geometric shapes and bring together both the surface 
texture and design in complete unity.

All at once, the viewer is placed inside the moment of 
musical execution as each element compounds the next 
with perfectly executed brushstrokes bringing texture, 
light, sound, and an overwhelming sense of happiness to 
a joyous occasion. Yinka’s multi-media expertise is 
evident is the vivid textures stacked inside each shape, 
not haphazardly, but with high precision and intention. 
The deep love and appreciation for her home and her 
connection to her cultural roots grounded within her 
bring life and love to each piece she creates but is 
melded together in perfect harmony in this stunning 
representation of the “A Dondo Player.”

Art Critique 
“A Dondo Player”

by Tiarra Tompkins

“A Dondo Player” is a depiction of a man from the 
Northern part of Ghana, who represents some ethnic 
groups of such as the Mossi, the Mole-Dagbon, 
Dagombas, Mamprusi, Gurunsi, and Wala.  They are 
well known of playing talking drums that give a special 
effect to an intricating melody.  With that in mind, I 
created “A Dondo Player” having a talking drum under 
his arm and squeezing the cords between his arm and 
body, allowing him to modulate the pitch of the drum.

“A Dondo Player”

18x36

Evelyn Adams aka Yinka

Oil, Beads and Resin on Canvas
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In her most recent works, “The Dawn Hour of an Ocean” and “A 
Glimpse into a Whale's Dream”, she presents the ocean's alluring 
imagery and motion. Colors are blended and applied, emulating the 
dynamism of the sea with glistening contrasts of gold. In “The Dawn 
Hour of an Ocean,” Adams' dynamic, turbulent movement in the 
painting shows the ocean's duality: its literal and metaphorical depth. 
She applies hues of blues to seamlessly portray the most authentic color 
patterns of the seas and sky at dawn. She recreates the froth and feels of 
a foaming sea with texture and unique mixing and drying techniques as 
she creates the painting's many different layers.

hanaian- American award-winning master artist, Evelyn GAdams aka Yinka, explores diverse media, themes, and styles 
with her compelling mixed-media compositions. Adams's 

portfolio is a riveting display of color, movement, and abstract 
expressions. Inspired by the vastness of the sea, she paints 
metaphorically charged scenes in her most recent works. Adams' 
subjective portrayal of an object compliments mountains and valleys of 
texture woven and interspersed with washes of skillfully blended hues 
of blues, creating a feeling of motion on the canvas. She weaves this 
color and texture to portray the ocean's ceaseless and ever-changing 
movement: her thick application of acrylic on canvas, adding their 
dynamic sense of dimension. Adams's work uses an impeccable 
technique, shading, and application to visually striking, vibrant pieces 
that easily imply movement and expertly abstractly portray realism.

Editor-in-Chief

ArtTour International Magazine

Viviana Puello

With a Bachelor's in Fine Arts and a culturally charged background, 
Adams makes an impactful use of her life experiences in embracing 
this in her art. An advocate for the fight against breast cancer, she has 
been recognized for several creative contributions. She continues to 
surrender herself to her skill as a force for expression and awareness.

An awe-inspiring artist, Evelyn Adams offers a new glimpse into the 
world of fine arts, a fresh lens to view the world she presents to us, 
through color, love, acceptance, tolerance, and positivism. 

In mixed media and photography, Yinka captures every day and brings 
attention to the fine details, showing how she can use any form of art 
medium and bring the viewer an emotional response. Printmaking and 
graphic design pieces give way to a new, less textured, but visually 
engaging display proving mastery over more than one type of art is 
indeed possible. 

Her mixed-media figurative works focus on her Ghanaian heritage. 
With these works Adams presents a series of vibrant, colorful, and 
appealing paintings that incorporate beads and traditional elements. 
Her inspiration is centered around textiles and Ghanaian clothing, in 
which she explores the country's rich culture and identity. 

Art Review
by Viviana Puello
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EDUCATION:

Bachelor of Fine Arts (Fine Art).

Long Island University, Post - 2015.

School of Visual and Performing Art, Brookville, NY.                                          

Associate Degree in Science (Fine Art).

Nassau Community College, Garden City, NY - 2013.                                            

Associate Degree in Arts (Liberal Arts and Science).

 Faces of Inspirational Women.

 Rochdale Village Community Library.

Ÿ Magna Cum Laude (2013).

AWARDS:

 Garden City, NY.

  Received Third Place Award.

Ÿ Cum Laude (2012).

Ÿ Phi Theta Kappa.

Ÿ Dean’s List – Eight Semesters (Nassau C. College).

 Jamaica, NY.

PUBLICATION: 

 In Honor of Women ‘s History Month.

 Nassau Community College.

 “Victors of Survival”

 Port Jefferson, NY

2020 Artblend

 North Shore Art Guild, Inc., Port Jefferson, NY.

2015 Port Jefferson Times Herald Newspaper

 ArtTour International

Ÿ Dean’s List – Four Semesters (Long Island University, Post).

 “The Art Book 2020"

                                                            

Nassau Community College, Garden City, NY – 2012.

HONORS:   

2012  Received Presidential Award.

 History/Political Science/Geography Department, NCC.   

 Firehouse Plaza Art Gallery, Nassau Community College.               

Ÿ Summa Cum Laude (2015).

2015   Received O’Malley Scholarship Award.

             

LECTURE: 

2016 Artist and NCC Alumni.

 In Honor of Women’s History Month.

 Long Island University-Post Art Department.                                 

2013 Received Honorable Mention Award / Art Student Competition Exhibition.

 “Sacred Waters” The cry of the Oceans

  Daegu, South Korea.

2019 “Peering Sky”

 Gwangju, South Korea.

GROUP EXHIBITIONS:

 Brookville, NY.

 Garden City, NY.

 Firehouse Plaza Art Gallery.

 In Honor of Women’s History Month.

 Freeport, NY 

SOLO EXHIBITIONS:   

 Uniondale, NY.

  HSAL Gallery, LIU Post              

 North Shore Art Guild.                                     

 Hewlett Public Library

 Uniondale, NY.

 Seoul, South Korea.

2014 Individual Self Portraits                                      

 University of Ulsan, South Korea.

 Uniondale Public Library.

2017 “Mysteries Within The Sky I”

 Brookville, NY.

2013 Journey                                                               

2015 “My People, My Culture & My Birthplace”              

 Woodmere, NY. 

 Port Jefferson, NY .   

2015 Victors of Survival

 SungShin University                                               

2016 “Faces of Inspirational Women”

 Uniondale Public Library.

 Keimyung University                                             

 Hit & Run II                                                            

 Honam University                                                 

 Sculpture Gallery.                 

 Firehouse Plaza Art Gallery.

 Art Student Competition Exhibition

 Garden City, NY.

 Black History Month

 Freeport Memorial Library

Curriculum Vitae
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